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. SECTION VIL-WEATHER AND DATA FOR THE MONTH. 

J i, ' i- i 
T ~ E  WEATHER OF THE MONTH. - .  

P. C. DAY, C?lirnotolo,gist and Chief of Division. 

[Dated: Weather Bureau, Washington, July 3, 1915.1 

PRESSURE. 

The distribution of t,hc nienii ntmosphcric prcssuro 
ovcr the United States and Cali:& and t.hc premiliiig 
direction of the winds during Mny, 1915, :ire gr:ipliicalJy 
shown on Chart VII, while thc avera.ge v:ilucs for the 
inontli a t  the severd s t d o n s ,  wit.li the clepartures froiii 
nornial, are shown in Tables I niiil 111. 

For the month ns a whole the hnrometric? pressure. was 
modertately high ovcr Lake Superior and west,wnrcl to the 
Dakotas, but over other portions of the country the 
means for the niont,h were netarly overywlicre below the 
normal. The greatest minus departures taplmir in thc 
extreme easbern Cnnaclian Provinces, :i.iid rat.1ic.r ninrkecl 
departures occurrccl in t,hc New Eiigltmd and the North 
Pacific States and in the middle Mississippi ti.ncl lower 
Ohio Valleys a d  thence southeasterly into tjhc S0ut.h 
Atlant.ic St,a tes. 

The month opened 1vit.h rclnt~ivcly low prwsiire over 
nea.rly all districts, cscept the extreme northcnst.erii :1ncl 
the central Cnnndian Provinces wherct it was new or slightly 
above the normd, niicl pressure continued genernlly low 
over most districts until tiiwnrd t.lw end of blic first dcciiilc, 
when an men of moderately high wcssure nioved from t,lie 
far Southwest enst,erly to tdie d i n t i c .  During. t h  :w- 
ond decade relatively low pressure agaiii prevnilcd owr 
most districts until uenr t,lie midille of the month, mhmi 

areas followed one another wriiss t,he cou1it.r.v ~ i t h  coli- 
sidrrble  reguLrit,y until early in t,ho thirtl d i x ( f i l d C ,  mhcm 
the ressure again bccaiiie low ovcr iiinst. dist.ric:ts, which 
con x ition coiitinuecl until a.fter the niidclle of the e!ec:i.de, 
when several well-marked lows niid highs again succcs- 
sively crossed the country. The niont:li closed with rela- 
tively low pressure throughout all s o d i e r n  i1istrict.s aiid 
in the estrenie northern Rocky Mountniii region ; else- 
where relatively high pressure prevnilrd. 

The distribution of the highs aiicl lows W:LS pcnerdly 
favorable for southerly wincls over t,he wcst Gulf St it t,es 
and dong tlie north Pscific const, southwesterly over the 
coastal portion of the Soutrlieastcrri Statm, ziiiil e n a t . d y  
to northeasterly over the up ~ e r  Mississippi Valley, the 

variable winds prevailed. 

well-defined and rablicr extensive lnw and high JWC:;. SSlll't? 

Lake region, aiid portions of t ! ie Ohio Vt~lley. Elsewhore 

TEMPERATURE. 

May o p e d  witli low tc?nil'f?":~t.urc.s iii t h !  V;CS~WJI 
Mountain districts, the Ohio Vdlcy, si i t l  porticiiis of t kx  
Gulf States, but in other districts tlicrt? WHS wnie wiriii- 
ing up, although thc wentlicr wns st,ill iiit)drr:at,ely cool. 
There were no specidly nifi.rkcd c h i g r s  in tsmpcmt~urc 
until after the middle of the iirst, wcek, wlieii coc.rlc!r 
weather overspread tlie ceii tral va.lleys rintl northern dir- 
trictsandexteiided into the enstern portions of the country 
with rather general light frost, in portions of t.lic Ohio 
Valley, the Lake rcgion, mcl the North Btltantic. Shtcs. 

By tlic c!ltl of t , h C  w~c.11 t,lic t.cl1ll)cr:i.t ~ r ( !  1iit.d r i s c~  quite 
geiicmlly in t,lie Lake regioii, Ohio Vtilley, aiicl thc dis- 
tric1.s to westward of the Mississippi, cscept in thc 
nort.licrn Rocky Mountain region. 

For the week ns a whole the 1iiea.n temperature was 
~iiuc-*li below the noriiisl in the centrial vaalleys a i d  in the 
fnr Southwest., while over sninll nro:m :along the Atlantic 
c.o:ist nncl in t.lie far Northwest and over t,he upper Lake 
rc.gi(.lii tho wcrldy iiie:i.iis ~ c r e  iabo\rc t,he nornid. 

1 here WQY n general tendency to winiier weatlier dur- 
ing t.lic first, few clays of the sece~iid week, escept that 
cocilw wetather oveispred tlir upper Mississippi V:i.lley, 
t,hc Lake region, the Ohio Valley, and bhc iiorthensterii 
clist.rinbs. By the middle of t,he week it h id  become 
decidcdy cooler ovcr the Plateau niicl Rocky Mountitin 
rqioiis tuid in the Northensterii St'ates, wit'li heixvy frost 
at. mints in New Tork siid New Englmid, but  in the 
M i i .  1 cllc West. tenipcrat,urcs rcmnincd conipmxtively high. 
'l'vii-urd the h t .  tcr pnrt of the a.eck coldcr wetather over- 
sprcacl iiiost nort,herii niicl ceiit.ra.1 tlist,rict,s cast of t:he 
ltclcky Mountains, with temperatures iictir or 1,clow frccz- 
iiig in the upper LnBe region niicl thcnce wcst,wa.rd to t.he 
rnount,t~ins, while in the far West thcrr was n considertihle 
warniiug up. 

1:wlow the noriiia.1 in t.hc cnstern portmion of t h l  Pacific 
C'onn t. S t.x tas mid ens twi rcl ovi'r t.hc northern port.ion 
of the country to t>lie At!ant,ic. Elsrwhcrc? it was near 
or i-ihnro t.lie noriiinl, bchig quite high for the scason 
in thc ceiit.ra1 Plnins St.nt,os, portions of Ihnsas  and 
hlissouri, iintl t~liciicr sout,lie~i.st;vvnrll to t"tie A4t,laiitic. 

Crwl wenther con t.inncd ovcr the northern ancl central 
dist.ricts a t  t!ie hcyiiiiiiiig of t.hc t.liird week with a still 
f i  !rt,hcr lowwing of t.ciiii'criit.nre io l . h ~  niiclil!c R.ocky 
Mvuiit,niii awl Grc:nt P!:iiiis rt@oris. Tlicrc wis some 
winning up tliirhig the following f c w  clr~ga, 2x1 though 
t:ic t,rniperaturc con tiiiuetl gciiornllj~ below thc noi.iiial 
hi all !):arts of the couittrv, escrpt in portions of thc 
South ani1 in t.hc Ohio Vndhy niid Lnke region, whcre it 
wns soniew1i:at higher, ant1 consiclcrnbly ~--n.rinc~ wcrbtlier 
c)reisl~rc'i~d tlic) district,s t.o thc eastw:u.rl hy t.hc micldle 
of t,iw ~veeli. Duriiig t,he l:itt,er part, of thc week there 
WAS :a tenc1cl:cy t.0 iwriiier mstliw iii ~ictirly d l  district.s, 
:ant1 ;it. the closv teiiiptx-atiircs wero stmill rising in t,he ceii- 
t.rii.1 \-:i,llqs and w ~ e  sliph t.ly Iihore the normil elsewhere. 

Thc. iiie:i.n tcmpernture for t h  third week was helow 
the nomid in it11 portions of the coiiiit,ry, mve in the 
Gulf Ytat,es nuil n t  poini,s dong the iiiiniediil te Atlantic 
tint1 Pacific coiasts, i t  lwiiig uiiuau~~lly cold for the sc:ason 
from the Great Liikcs wi~stwnnl t o  the P1at.c:au region 
aiid in the greiltv r d i c y  of C2diforiii:a. Homrer,  in 
piirt,iniis of tdic? Gulf iiiitl Youtli At.ltriitic. St.:i.t,es t,hc week 
wi.s ilist.inc!i.ly mii.r?ii, niid don:: t.lic Atlniit,ic coast froni 
t h  Chroliiins 1iorl~Ii~vard temperat,uro :i,v-craiges were iicm 
or dig11 tly abort: t.lic noriii~l, :uid siniilar conditions 
prcmilcd iiloiig the Piicific const,. 

At t.lic? bq$iiiiing of the fourth wrr?k tmipcmtures 
wrre rising iii all districts, cscopt, in portions of the 
Atlantic: Coast Stnt.es m d  in the Northwest. However, 
duriiia the following few dags unusual1 cxdcl weather 

,. 

'rho 1lle:tll telllp~'.~tLlr~ for thC SeCOJltl \VCt:k W t t Y  

for t L  setw,oii of the year , overspranc 9 iiiost etastern 
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districts, and temperatures 110:ir or slig1itJy below 
freezing again occurred over much of tlie Lakc region 
and at  points in New Sork and New England. At, tjIw 
same time, cooler weather prevailed to the westwtirrl of 
the mountains, but, in the central valleys and to the 
southward teniperat.urcs continue(1 iiioclorntcly high, 
with a teiidenog to cooler its t.hc wcclr ndvntioecl. During 
the latt,or portion of the week the tmipcrnt,iircs cont.inucil 
very generally below t.he nornial, but by its close t h y  
were enemlly rising and near tbe seasoilal cvcr:igcs in 
most s ( istricts. 

As during t.he prccctlinq week, the :i.rcrnge tciii- 
peratures wcre dccidetlly b t h w  thcl norind o w r  the 
greater part, of the country. Over the int.erior v:ill(?ys 
and portions of the Gretit Plains the ;~rc.mg~s were 
from 5' to IOo or more below the noriii:il m r l  the clefi- 
cieiicies were ncnrly as great in thc L:iko riigioti aiitl 
portions of the Atlantic Cosst, Stntcs. Over n. sninll 
area in the Southern States and gei i td ly  in C'itliforliin, 
Oregon, and Nevada and a t  tt few point,s in the X'orth- 
west the weekly niettiis were near or slightly above 
norind. 

PRECIPITATION. 

At  the l~cginnii?g of t,hc niont.h t.here wi.s R generd 
absence of prwipit a t ion, esccp t in tho far Sou t,liwvs t. 
whero some heitry locitl showers occurrctl, :iii(l during 
the first few clays rain hec:mic fnirly pneral  in tlie 
Plains States, ttnd snow fell a t  1)oint.s in the niidille 
Rocky liountnin region. By t . 1 ~  midtllt! 1 . d  t,lie first 
week local hc?av-y rainfnlls occurred in t.he Gulf Stntvs 
and Ohio Valley mcl lighter rains in nearly all c t h r  
districts to cttst.w:wd of t.hc Mississippi. Tlie lust, t1ii.y~ 
of the week werc coiiil)ar:it,ively free froin riiiii, esrcp t 
locally in the Southemtern States mid the I:w West,, 
where beneficial showers occurred. The rtiiiifall for tho 
week WRS unusuitlly midesprcad, no part of t.lie coui1t.r-y 
being without sonip rain, sitve in n. snirtll wea, fwiii 
estrenie western Texas and southcrn New Mcsico t,o 
the lower Colorado Vnlley. He:i.vy rains occurrctl owr 
the Gulf Yt,nt.cs to cttst.m-iircl of the Mississip ,i, t.liorougli!g 

in that districk, and there were t ipin copious f d s  UVIT 
much of Ttssns and thllrncc northward over Olilahoniti, 
Kansas, and Colordo? where t;he soil lincl been unusunlly 
wet for severnl weeks. There were some unseasonablv 
late rains in California.. 

Early in the second wcek rniiis fell over neiirly the 
entire Gulf nncl Atlantic Coast Ytntes, the falls lseiiig 
especially honvy in the Suuthenst,cni Ytat.es. nnd t.hcy 
were generous in the Middle At,lnntic States, where rain 
was niuc,h needed. By the middle of the week light. 
rains hac1 fallen froni North Dakota westwnrd t.o t.he 
coast and southward to t,he niicldle Platenu region. 
During the lat,t,er part, of the woek considernhle irecipi- 
tation occurrccl in t.1i.e northern portions of the dissoiiri 
and upper Mississippi viilllcys and t,he Lake rc!oioii, wit.ii 
light, rains ei&wrwtl: to' t.he At.lnnt,ic coltst, nil8 in niost 
sections to the westward of tjlie Ilocky Mi~iiiititins, with 
some snow in southmrst.crii Wyoiiiiiig ant1 wcst.or~i 
Nebraska. For the week :is n 'whole t.lie wecipit.:tt.ioii 
was generous to fnirlv ht\:tvy over iiiost, i) i t,hc cenl.r:tl 
and eastern port,ions of tdie cot.tmi bolt, a.iicl gooil :mioiitit.s 
were received in the Atlant,ic. Coast St.at.es, t,he Lnkc 
region, and thcnre westward  don^ the iiortlwrn horilw 
to the Pacific nnd also in the michle axid ii(.irt,li Pacific 
States. The week was pr:ict.icnlly rainleas in the wcst 
Gulf States and the sout.hern portions of t,he hfount,ain 
md Plateau districts, and but little precipitation occurred 

brectking the rlztlicr serious rlroyght thttt \ iciil prcraili.tl 



253 MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW. MAY, 1915 

Avcrage accumvluled departures for  May, 1915. 

Temperature. 

- 
vel00 
it.y. 

Precipitation. 
... .- 
Veloc. 
ity. Stations. 1 Dztc 

- 
5 
&A 

" %  
32 
8 6  g; 

I .5 

4 

OF. 
110.; 
k 8.1 - 1.1 
-12.: - 5.1 - 6.1 

- 0.i 

-13.. 
-23.2 

- 9.5 
- 8.1 
-11.L 
- 0.4 - 9.i 
- 13.2 

-13.: 
-14, 
- 4.4 
- 7.c 

- 

- 3 4  

- n. 1 

- 

- 
01 
5 
$5 
- E  p a  
f l f  
c p 
5 

&lo. 
5. R 
5.0 
4.9 
4.3 
4.9 
5.5 

6.7 
6.2 
6.4 
6.0 

6.4 
5.8 
6. ti 
5.1 
3. A 
2.7 
5.8 
7.0 
ti. 9 
5. !I 
4 . 9  
-- 

Mi./hi 
5( 
54 
52 
54 
50 
51 
R-l 
50 
56 
71 
50 
5.1 w: 
i8 
ti9 
64 
63 
59 
f2 
51 
54 
tl5 
61 
53 
78 
50 

M . / A r  
50 
5 i  
56 
8" 
6ti 
54 
I?? 
51 
5i 

51 
51 
70 
ti9 
til 
51 
02 
rin 
58 
52 
55 
lj4 
50 
60 
51 
ljl 

In 

Hock Island. It. I.. 
Buffalo. N. 1- 
Cheyenne. l?';-o 
lh113s. Tex. ........ 

....... I ..... 
nw. 
sw. 
W. 
5. 
nw. 
sw. 
s U'. 
S. 

IlW. 
sw. 
UW. 

se. 

nv.  
nw. 
nw. 
nw. 
nw. 
nw. 
OW. 
nw. 
nw. 
nw. 
UW. 
nw. 
nw. 
1w. 

-. .. 

sw. 
n w. 
n. 
se. 

nw. 

nw. 
nw. 

nw. 
nw. 
nw. 

SP. 
sw. 

S. 
nw. 

11w. 
nw. 

Se. 
W. 
nw. 
sc. 

nw. 

W. 
sw. 
sw. 

Be. 

nw. 

- 

Do. ............. 
110 .............. 

NortliHearl,Wash.. 

no .............. 
Do .............. 
ljo .............. 
1-10 .............. 
110 .............. 
no .............. 
Do .............. 
Do.. ............ 

St .  Paul, M h u  _ _ _ _ _ _  
Sand P e r  Fln.. .... 
Sandy HCIO~.  N. .I.. 
8annnah ,  (.;a. -. ._. 
Sioux C'ity, Iowa .... 

1.10 .............. 
1u.. ........... 

Toleao, Ohlo ....... 
Do .............. 

.. n o  .............. 

n o  .............. 

... - . - 

Districts. 

1)enver Colo.. ...... 
Detroit: Mich.. .. ...I 

Do .............. 
hfodena. mail. .  .... 
Mt. 'I':nnaIpnis, Cal.. 

n o  .............. 
Do .............. 
no .............. 
130 .............. 
Po.. ............ 
Do .............. 
Do... ........... 
Po .............. no .............. no.. ............ 
Do .............. no.. ............ 

New Ytdi,  B. Y.... 

I lo.. ............ 

P.et. 
-7 
-2 
+a 
+r 
+2 

0 

+2 
(I 

+1 
+3 

+A 
+i 
+9 
+E 
--I 
+ti 
+7 
+7 
+? 
i .I 
+4 

OF. I OF. 
53.81 -1. 
m.n, -1. 
73.0! +2. 
i8.9! i-1. 
74.9' +?. 
72.3' +O. I 

New England.. ...... 
Middle Atlantic. .... 
South Atlantic ...... 
Florida Peninsula. .. 
East cull ............ 
West c ulf. ........... 
Ohio Valley and Ten- 

nessee. ............. 
i 5  

63.51 -1.8 
52.9' -4. 
49.3; -3. 

51.4~ 

r.lje12i:oor4.~ 
4.62, 0 50 3.50 
3.%31-0.?0 -2.g 
3.11+0.6O 14C I I - .  

+l.i i o  
in.81 +0.9 73 71 

+l. +0.51 1 ; 
+n.7! 73 

0.01 3s 

+1.1' 67 
+0.21 61 
+0.8 57 

+1.71 58 
+l .9 li.3 
+ a t :  7s 
+1.9: i.i 
+o.s: 73 

57.91 -4.1 
58.4' -3.1 

59.0 -3.; 
a.5, -2.< 

ti 5 : 7 ~ + 1 . 5 0 ~ + 2 : ~  BS +3.a1+o 60 

i5 +O 40 +O.aO 
::491+0:60 +3.6C 

Valley.. ............ 
bf i w u d  Valler. ...... 
Nnrthern doni. ...... 

tiR.2. -z., 
81.4 -4.. 
54.0 -3.< 
M.S -2. 
54.3 +l. 
56.1' -1.. 

Northern Plat. eau... .. 
North Pacific. ........ 
Ylddle Paddc.. ...... 
south pacific.. ....... 60.71 -o.! 


